MICHAEL B. JACKSON, State Bar No. 53808

429 West Main St. 

P.O. Box 207

Quincy, California  95971

(530) 283-1007

Attorney for Proposed Intervenors/Defendants

Quincy Library Group and Plumas County

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

SACRAMENTO DIVISION

SIERRA NEVADA FOREST PROTECTION
)

CAMPAIGN, PLUMAS FOREST PROJECT,
)

EARTH ISLAND INSTITUTE, and CENTER
)  Case No. CIV. S-04-2023 LKK/PAN

FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY, non-profit
)

organizations,
)


)



Plaintiffs,
) 


vs.

) DECLARATION OF LINDA BLUM


) IN SUPPORT OF QUINCY LIBRARY

UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE; JACK
) GROUP’S MOTION TO INTERVENE

BLACKWELL, in his official capacity as
)

Regional Forester, Region 5, United States
)

Forest Service; and JAMES M. PEÑA, in his
)

official capacity as Forest Supervisor, Plumas
)

National Forest,
)


)


Defendants.
)

_______________________________________)


)

QUINCY LIBRARY GROUP, an
)

unincorporated citizens group; and PLUMAS 
)

COUNTY,
)


)


Proposed Intervenors/Defendants.)

_______________________________________)


I, Linda Blum. hereby declare as follows:


1.  I am a resident of Quincy, in Plumas County, California.  I have been a resident of Quincy since February 1991.


2.  I am a founding member of the Quincy Library Group (“QLG”), and have been an active participant in the group since its inception in 1993. I served as one of two Corresponding Secretaries  for the QLG from 1993 to 2002. Since 1995 I have also worked for the group, as a consultant and contractor, on a variety of research, public information, and collaboration assignments and grants aimed at helping the U.S. Forest Service resolve administrative, political and scientific disputes about the proper management of the national forests of the northern Sierra Nevada.


3.  The Quincy Library Group is an informal, unincorporated group of individuals who live and/or work in and around the Lassen, Plumas, and Tahoe National Forests. Members include both environmentalists and foresters, peace activists as well as local business owners, and logging company employees, biomass electricity generators, and stream restoration professionals. 


4.  The Quincy Library Group formed during the the height of the spotted owl and timber controversies in the Pacific Northwest, partly out of a common desire to avoid the social and environmental damages and disruptions that occurred in rural forest communities affected by the listing of the Northern Spotted Owl under the Endangered Species Act. Another goal QLG members had in common was the prevention of large, catastrophic wildfires in the northern Sierra through a forest management program of forest health restoration and fuels reduction. This goal gains importance and urgency each year during the fire season, and especially  during and after drought periods. The QLG believed it could help the Forest Service overcome the political gridlock and other obstacles which the agency said had paralyzed active forest management.


5.  In August 1993, QLG adopted its Community Stability Proposal, which asked the U.S. Forest Service to consider improvements for management of the Lassen National Forest, the Plumas National Forest, and the Sierraville Ranger District of the Tahoe National Forest. The proposal was for a five-year  program and included a statement that the desired future condition of those national forests should be all-aged, multiple-storied, and fire-resilient ; that certain roadless and other sensitive areas should be deferred from management activities , partly to expedite forest health projects in noncontroversial locations; timber management based on group selection and individual tree selection silvicultural systems, and using timber rotation periods twice as long as those in effect at the time in the Land and Resource Management  Plans of the Lassen, Plumas, and Tahoe National Forests. The Community Stability Proposal recommended implementation of the CASPO interim guidelines and of the forest fuels management recommendation s of the California Spotted Owl Technical Assessment Team in the CASPO Report of 1992. Riparian habitat and watershed protection measures that were considered state of the art for the Pacific Northwest’s national forests were recommended for application  to the QLG-area national forest lands. Finally, the Community Stability Proposal recommended the Forest Service utilize existing authorities for contracting  forest management  projects and for implementing  a sustainable, reliable flow of products and services in the forest communities.


6.  Quincy Library Group meetings have been held regularly (generally monthly) since March 1993 and have been generally open to the public, and attended by U.S. Forest Service and the public. Meeting participants who also sign the QLG’s Community Stability Proposal comprise the QLG Steering Committee, which numbers roughly 30 persons.


7.  The QLG has worked diligently with local and regional Forest Service officials since the summer of 1993 in attempts to understand and facilitate  problem-solving in administrative  and scientific issues surrounding implementation of the QLG Community Stability Proposal.


8.  As a result of QLG initiatives, the Lassen, Plumas, and Tahoe National Forests received supplemental funding to implement some aspects of the QLG proposal in a “Forest Health Pilot” program that lasted for two years. The results of the Forest Health Pilot projects were encouraging enough that QLG sought larger-scale implementation  by the Forest Service.


9.  Between 1993 and 1997, QLG engaged in numerous learning experiences to improve and better integrate the various elements of the Community Stability Proposal, including:

(a.)  Forest Service professionals in planning, budgeting, spotted owl biology, forest ecology, fire ecology, fire and fuels management, and silviculture met with and made presentations to the QLG in public meetings;

(b.)  QLG consulted academic experts in these disciplines during the period 1994-1996, before and as part of the Sierra Nevada Ecosystem Project, seeking critiques and recommendations for improving the QLG proposal;

(c.)  QLG members participated in solid waste management, air quality , and fire protection planning efforts of state agencies  to seek public policies and programs that integrated multiple public goals in the utilization of the biomass material resulting from forest fuels reduction treatments; and

(d.)  QLG worked cooperatively with researchers at Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the National Renewable Energy Laboratory on modelling efforts to evaluate the economic and environmental effects over time of a forest health restoration program that would begin with strategic fuels treatments and transform gradually to a long-term, sustainable forest management program.


10.  QLG members and other community leaders from Plumas, Lassen, and Sierra Counties made group trips to Washington, D.C., in 1994 and 1997 to meet with the Chief of the Forest Service, Administration officials, and Members of Congress about the QLG Community Stability Proposal. Many additional individual and small-group trips have been made to Washington, Sacramento, and other cities to meet with and/or testify before Federal and State elected officials, agency officials, boards, and advisory panels.


11.  In 1997, QLG’s Congressional representatives introduced a bill in Congress to direct the Forest Service to carry out the elements  of the QLG Community Stability Proposal as a five-year demonstration project. I and other QLG members participated  in Congressional, Administration, and agency briefings and hearings on the the QLG legislation in 1997 and 1998.


12.  On October 21, 1998, the Herger-Feinstein Quincy Library Group Forest Recovery Act was signed into law by President William Jefferson Clinton as part of an omnibus appropriations bill. 


13.  Quincy Library Group members attended dozens of Forest Service meetings on the Herger-Feinstein Quincy Library Group Forest Recovery Act pilot project and Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amendment NEPA processes, and submitted group and individual comments to the Forest Service.


14.  Logging companies and lumber mills in the QLG area, including firms participating  in the QLG, have invested millions of dollars over the past decade in purchasing and installing equipment to make more efficient use of smaller diameter logs, and to perform tree removals and chipping operations with less impacts to soils and residual forest stands.

15.  Quincy Library Group members, their families, neighbors, and communities are more directly affected by national forest management in the Meadow Valley area than the organizations which brought this lawsuit. Members of the plaintiff organizations overwhelmingly reside and work outside the HFQLG pilot project area, and they experience the consequences of forest management to a lesser degree than do the residents, workers, and property owners within the QLG area. 

16.  One of the most significant consequences of poor national forest management  is the occurrence of large, high-intensity wildfires. Large wildfires and large firefighting  actions disrupt the lives and economies of local communities, and can have substantial effects on wildlife habitats. Emergency firefighting  actions taken against wildfires threatening the Meadow Valley area in the last five years alone have resulted in bare-earth firebreaks bulldozered through California spotted owl Protected Activity Centers and home ranges, as well as “burn-outs” that eliminated significant portions of the Plumas National Forest’s largest block of true late-seral, old-growth mixed conifer forest. Recreational and tourism businesses suffer when resorts, campgrounds, and trails are directly threatened by flames or access is restricted for firefighter s’ safety. Smoke from local wildfires affects QLG area communities, including  the health and well-being of QLG members, their families, and communities.

17.  Post-fire flood damages to watercourses, fish habitats, roads, culverts, and bridges impose repair cost burdens upon county, state, and federal governments. Fire-related  rock slides along canyon roads pose public safety hazards and increased costs to motorists.  These consequences of local forest management are also borne more heavily by QLG member s and their communities than by the plaintiff organizations and their members.

18. I and other QLG members have participated in numerous project-level field trips and project reviews of the HFQLG pilot, including past and proposed activities in the Meadow Valley project area. While I did not agree with every aspect of every project, on the whole I believe these projects have been and would be beneficial environmentally.  The challenged Meadow Valley project would not result in the kinds and extent of spotted owl and goshawk habitat degradation claimed by plaintiffs. This project is a legitimate component of the overall Herger-Feinstein Quincy Library Group Forest Recovery Act pilot project, and could provide significant  environmental and economic information to the U.S. Forest Service and Congress.

19. A large body of scientific literature supports the kinds of treatments  being prescribed, for restoration of natural forest structures and ecological processes as well as for reduction of severe fire risk. A recently released Forest Service document, “Influence of Forest Structure on Wildfire Behavior and the Severity of Its Effects,” is a May 29, 2003, report by U.S. Forest Service researchers on a literature review of 153 peer-reviewed scientific publications about the influence of forest structure on wildfire behavior and effects, as well as the environmental benefits of active fuels management in reducing unwanted fire behavior. The executive summary states, “This work is a significant component of the science support for USDA Forest Service’s greater mission to promote healthy forests for the benefit of all Americans.” (p.1) Among the findings of the report are the following statements:“Crown fires caused by excessive fuel accumulations are generally considered the primary threat to ecological and human values and are the primary challenge for fire management. Such fires kill large numbers of trees, damage soil, increase erosion, impair air quality, and degrade or destroy species habitat.” (p.3, emphasis in original) Additionally, the report stated, “Protecting large landscapes requires land managers to develop large-scale fuel treatment patterns that reduce the potential for catastrophic fire and promote healthy forest conditions.” (p.6, emphasis in original)  Because of this and other scientific information, I believe the activities proposed in the Meadow Valley project have strong scientific support.

19. I declare under penalty of perjury that the above information is true.

Dated: November 30, 2004



____________________________








Linda Lee Blum








Member, Quincy Library Group
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